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Tyler Whitezell, CPA 
Vice President, Administrative Services 
Kern Medical Center 
 

As Kern Medical’s Vice President Administrative Services, Tyler Whitezell leads the 
organization’s efforts in implementing the Medi-Cal 2020 Waiver, developing Managed Care 
relationships and Quality. In accordance with the waiver, he has developed and implemented 
programs focused on improving the overall quality of care through preventive and 
nontraditional services. In addition to his efforts implementing the waiver, Whitezell played an 
integral role in Ken Medical’s transition to the Hospital Authority. 

Prior to his current role, he served as the Kern Medical Director of Performance Analysis, where 
he worked closely with the executive team to identify and prioritize projects based upon their 
potential for financial return and impact on patient care quality. 

Whitezell previously was an auditing associate at KPMG in Denver, where he also interned. He 
holds a Bachelor of Science degree in accounting and a Master of Accountancy degree with an 
emphasis on professional accounting, both from Brigham Young University. Whitezell is a 
licensed CPA and earned a Six Sigma Greenbelt from the University of Michigan College of 
Engineering, Integrative Systems + Design. He also volunteered as a service representative in a 
project in St. Petersburg, Russia, in which he managed a diverse workforce. He can read, write 
and translate Russian. 
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Sarah Hesketh 
Senior Vice President of External Affairs 
California Association of Public Hospitals and Health Systems 
 
 
Sarah Hesketh is the Senior Vice President of External Affairs at the California Association of 
Public Hospitals and Health Systems (CAPH).  CAPH is a non-profit trade association that 
represents California’s 21 public health care systems, which serves as the core of the state’s 
health care safety net.  Ms. Hesketh leads the CAPH’s advocacy work that includes helping 
advance the organization’s policy work and legislative platform, and building relationships with 
key stakeholders at the state and federal level.  She helped lead CAPH’s advocacy effort to secure 
the 2015 Medicaid waiver for California, which provides $7 billion in funding to improve care in 
the Medi-Cal program.  More recently, Ms. Hesketh led CAPH’s state advocacy efforts to protect 
the 340B drug discount program for safety net providers and the organization’s federal advocacy 
efforts to prevent cuts to Medicaid Disproportionate Share Hospital funding.  Prior to joining 
CAPH in 2011, Ms. Hesketh was the Director of Health Care Policy and Community 
Development at Working Partnerships USA, a non-profit organization in San Jose CA, where 
she helped develop and implement local health coverage programs for low-income families, 
passed a living wage ordinance for 5,000 workers at the San Jose Airport, and helped advance 
multiple local ballot measures to support the county’s public hospital system.  She has a Masters 
in Applied Economics and Finance, and Bachelors in Global Economics from the University of 
California, Santa Cruz. 
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