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SENATE HEALTH CARE BILL WOULD DEVASTATE 
HEALTH AND HOME FOR MILLIONS 

As the Senate considers the Better Care Reconciliation Act 
(BCRA) of 2017, America’s Essential Hospitals and its more 
than 300 members urge lawmakers to protect low-income 
and other Americans who face financial challenges—and 
the hospitals on which they rely. 
 
The association strongly opposes the legislation, which 
would devastate coverage for millions of people and 
undermine the financial stability of essential hospitals, 
which provide lifesaving, communitywide services for all. 
The bill would: 
 
 Cut health care coverage and access. The BCRA would 

leave 22 million more people uninsured than under 
current law. In total, 49 million people younger than 65 
would be without coverage by 2026, including those who 
now lack insurance. Coverage policies must provide 
access to affordable, comprehensive coverage for all who 
are now covered under law. 

 
 Apply steep, arbitrary cuts to Medicaid. Like the 

House-passed American Health Care Act (AHCA), BCRA 
would impose per-capita caps or block grants on 
Medicaid. But the Senate’s bill would make even deeper 
cuts than the AHCA—cuts that fall hardest on the 
Medicaid and uninsured patients who make up about 
half of those treated at essential hospitals. These patients 
would lose access to vital care as the caps force states and 
providers to cut services. The cuts would be so steep, 
some hospitals would close altogether. Medicaid reforms 
must focus on improving care, rather than just hitting an 
arbitrary budget goal. 

 
 Restrict state use of provider assessments. The BCRA 

would phase down the federal provider assessment “hold 
harmless” threshold from 6 percent to 5 percent from 
2021 through 2025, limiting states’ flexibility for funding 
their share of Medicaid costs just as the onerous caps 
start to squeeze state budgets. 

 

 Drastically reduce Medicaid DSH support in 
expansion states. Like the AHCA, BCRA would 
completely repeal the ACA’s disproportionate share 
hospital (DSH) payment cuts for non-expansion states.  
But unlike the House bill, BCRA would keep the cuts in 
place for Medicaid expansion states. Steep cuts would 
continue even after Medicaid expansion funding has 
ended and per-capita caps or block grants begin. In total, 
hospitals in expansion states would see more than $31 
billion in DSH cuts from 2018 to 2025. 

 
SENATE BILL MUST PROTECT ESSENTIAL HOSPITALS AND 
THE PATIENTS AND COMMUNITIES THEY SERVE 
BCRA puts health and home at risk for millions of working 
Americans and would devastate our essential hospitals, 
which provide basic care and lifesaving services in 
communities across the country. America’s Essential 
Hospitals stands by two guiding principles: affordable 
health care coverage for all Americans and sufficient 
resources for essential hospitals to meet their vital 
community mission. The Senate plan violates both 
principles and will make our nation sicker, less productive, 
and less secure. 
 
We oppose this plan and appeal to senators to consider 
the needs of all Americans and work with us and other 
stakeholders, in an open and transparent process, to fix 
what’s wrong with our health care system while 
preserving progress made toward coverage and stability 
for all. 
 
LEARN MORE 
Contact Shawn Gremminger, director of legislative affairs, 
at sgremminger@essentialhospitals.org or 202-585-0112. 
Also, visit protectmedicaid.org. 


