October 23, 2014

The Honorable Harry Reid The Honorable John Boehner

United States Senate United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Mitch McConnell The Honorable Nancy Pelosi

United States Senate United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Ron Wyden The Honorable Fred Upton

United States Senate United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Orrin Hatch The Honorable Frank Pallone

United States Senate United States House of Representatives
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Majority Leader Reid, Minority Leader McConnell, Chairman Wyden, Ranking Member Hatch, Speaker
Boehner, Minority Leader Pelosi, Chairman Upton, and Ranking Member Pallone:

As leading national, state, tribal, and local organizations concerned about the health and well-being of
America’s children and pregnant women, we are writing to urge you to take action in the upcoming lame
duck session to provide continued funding for the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). Specifically,
we urge you to include a four-vear CHIP funding extension in the next legislative vehicle that is moving at the
end of this session. Congress must act this year to stabilize the CHIP funding stream to ensure that states can
continue to operate their programs without interruption. Health coverage for millions of children could be
disrupted if CHIP’s future is not secured.

For nearly two decades, CHIP has been an essential source of coverage for families, ensuring access to high-
quality, affordable, pediatric-appropriate health care for children in working families whose parents earn too
much to qualify for Medicaid but too little to purchase private health insurance. It is a model program that
has played a critical role in reducing the number of uninsured children by more than 50 percent while
improving health outcomes and access to care for children and pregnant women across the nation. If
Congress fails to act now, the 10.2 million children estimated to be enrolled in CHIP in FY 2015 will be at
risk of having their health coverage disrupted. It is worth noting that millions of the children who stand to
lose CHIP would have no other coverage option available to them. The resulting increase in the rate of
uninsurance would be an enormous step backwards for children in every state.

CHIP has strong bipartisan roots and was developed as a state-federal partnership that gives governors broad
flexibility to design their programs to target the needs of their child populations. CHIP’s uncertain future is a
significant problem for states as they are already developing their FY 2016 budgets and negotiating contracts
with insurers and providers. In order for states to continue their programs without interruption, they must
know that that federal support for CHIP will exist beyond FY 2015. If funding is not stabilized, states will
have no choice but to begin planning for the impending funding shortfall, which will require drastic program
cuts through enrollment caps, benefit reductions, reductions in eligibility, or provider payments cuts. At a
time when children’s coverage rates have hit record highs — with 93 percent of our children enrolled in some
type of health coverage — it would be devastating for children if states prepare to dismantle their CHIP
programs.



Congress must not gamble with our children’s future. Action on CHIP is needed as soon as possible. We urge
you to include four years of CHIP funding among the must-pass legislation for the lame duck session so that
families and states alike can be assured their children’s coverage will be protected.

Sincerely,
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Groundcover News
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Nevada

ACTIONN ~ Acting in Community Together in
Organizing Northern Nevada

Baby's Bounty

Center For Life Enhancement

Children's Advocacy Alliance

Community Chest, Inc.

Family TIES of Nevada

Family to Family Connection

Human Services Network

Nevada Advocates for Planned Parenthood
Affiliates

Nevada Outreach Training Organization

NV Lawyers for Progressive Policy

Sunrise Children’s Foundation

T.E.A.C.H. Early Childhood Nevada

United Way of Southern Nevada

Washoe Tribe Head Start Program

New Hampshire

Granite State Diabetes Educators
LRGHealthcare

New Futures

New Hampshire KidsCount

NH Public Health Association

NH Voices for Health

Planned Parenthood of Northern New England
Servicelink

New Jersey

Advocates for Children of New Jersey

Communications Workers of America Local 1081

Faith in New Jersey

Family Service Association

Family Voices NJ

Galilee United Methodist Church

Hyacinth AIDS Foundation

New Jersey Association of Community Providers

New Jersey Citizen Action

New Jersey Policy Perspective

Prevent Child Abuse New Jersey

RESULTS Bernardsville

RESULTS Central NJ

RESULTS Delaware Valley

Statewide Parent Advocacy Network

The New Jersey Association of Mental Health and
Addiction Agencies, Inc.

United Way of Central Jersey

United Way of Gloucester County

United Way of Monmouth County
United Way of Northern New Jersey
Women's Opportunity Center

New Mexico

Health Care for All - New Mexico

New Mexico Association of Community Partners
New Mexico Center on Law and Poverty

New Mexico Council on Crime and Delinquency
New Mexico Voices for Children

NM Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice
Sangre de Oro, Inc.

Southwest Women's Law Center

United Way of Central New Mexico

New York

Acacia Network

AIM Independent Living Center

Blythedale Children's Hospital

Care for the Homeless

Center for Urban Community Services

Child Cate Council of Suffolk, Inc.

Children's Defense Fund - New York

Christ Community Church

Church Women United in New York State

Citizen Action of New York

Citizens' Committee for Children

Coalition for Asian American Children & Families

Coalition of NE Association, Inc.

Cohen Children's Medical Center

Curtis D. Robinson Center for Health Equity

Daughters of Charity, NY

Dental Hygienists' Association of the State of
New York

Docs for Tots

Early Care & Learning Council

Empire Justice Center

Family & Children's Service of Niagara

Family Therapy Center of Suffolk (NY)

Jetfrey Modell Foundation

Justice Ministry Team of Downtown Presbyterian
Church

Liberty Resources, Inc.

Mary M. Gooley Hemophilia Center

Monroe Plan for Medical Care

New York State Community Action Association

Newman Center, Brockport

NY State Council of Churches

NYC Coalition Against Hunger



NYS Council for Community Behavioral
Healthcare

Open Door Family Medical Center

Prevent Child Abuse New York

Queens Jewish Community Council
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Schuyler Center for Analysis and Advocacy

St Catherine's Center

The Children's Agenda

The Interfaith Alliance of Rochester

United Neighborhood Houses

United Way of Buffalo & Erie County

United Way of Cayuga County

United Way of Greater Rochester

United Way of New York City

United Way of Northern Chautauqua County

United Way of Seneca County

United Way of the Greater Capital Region

United Way of Tompkins County

Westchester Children's Association
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Health Care for Al NC
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Mitchell's Chapel United Methodist Church

NC Child

NC Justice Center

NC Triangle RESULTS

Prevent Child Abuse North Carolina

RESULTS Asheville Chapter

St. James African Methodist Episcopal Church
Helping Hand

United Way of Central Carolinas

United Way of Forsyth County

United Way of Greater Greensboro

United Way of North Carolina

North Dakota

Altru Health System

North Dakota Chapter American Academy of
Pediatrics

United Way of Grand Forks, East Grand Forks &
Area

Ohio

Adventist Food Pantry

Akron Children's Hospital

Anazao Community Partners

Asian Services In Action

Beech Brook

Center for Closing the Health Gap in Greater
Cincinnati

Children's Defense Fund-Ohio

Christian Temple Food Pantry

Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center

Cleveland Foodbank

Community Action Commission of Fayette
County

Community Counseling Center

Contact Center/The People's Empowerment
Coalition of Ohio (PEC)

Early Childhood Resource Center

Easter Seals of Ohio

Family Service of Northwest Ohio

Family Voices of Ohio

Gallia County Outreach Center

Health Care Access Now

Heart Space United Church of Christ

Hunger Network in Ohio

Juvenile Justice Coalition

Legal Aid Society of Southwest Ohio

Lorain Christian Temple Disciples of Christ

McMicken Health Collaborative

Mental Health & Addiction Advocacy Coalition

Mental Health Services for Clark and Madison
Counties, Inc.

Mother Cabrini's Cupboard/ Food Pantry

National Alliance on Mental Illness of Ohio

Nationwide Children's Hospital

Netcare Access

New Directions

New Madison United Methodist Church

Oberlin Community Services

Ohio Association of Community Health Centers

Ohio Association of Foodbanks

Ohio Children's Hospital Association

Ohio Citizen Advocates for Addiction Recovery

Ohio Consumers for Health Coverage

Ohio Council of Churches

Ohio CSEA Directors' Association

Ohio Job and Family Services Ditectot's
Association

Ohio Organizing Collaborative

Ohio United Way

OhioGuidestone, Berea



OhioGuidestone, Cleveland

OhioGuidestone, Columbus

OhioGuidestone, Lorain

OhioGuidestone, Maple Hts

Orrville Area United Way

OUR Home, Inc.

Plymouth Shiloh Food Pantry

Policy Matters Ohio

ProgressOhio

ProMedica Toledo Children's Hospital

Public Children Services Association of Ohio

Racial Justice NOW

Raising Women's Voices, Ohio

Sacred Heart Catholic Church Peace and Justice
Committee

Schubert Center for Child Studies at Case Western
Reserve University

SE Ohio Foodbank & Kitchen

Second Harvest of North Central Ohio

SEM Food Pantry

Sisters of Notre Dame

Somali Community Association of Ohio

South Community Inc.

South Side Learning & Development Center

St. Hilary Parish

St. Paul United Methodist Chutrch

Stonybrook United Methodist Church UMW

The Center for Community Solutions

The Nord Center

The Ohio Association of Child Caring Agencies

The Ohio Council of Behavioral Health & Family
Services Providers

Toledo Area Jobs with Justice & Interfaith
Worker Justice Coalition

Townhall 11

UHCAN Ohio

United Way of Central Ohio

United Way of Greater Cincinnati

United Way of Greater Cleveland

United Way of Greater Toledo

United Way of Marion County

United Way of Portage County

US Together, Inc.

Vinton County Help Me Grow

Voices for Ohio's Children

West Ohio Food Bank

Westerville Area Resource Ministry

Westside Free Store Ministries

Oklahoma

Lake Area United Way

Oklahoma Policy Institute
St. Stephen's United Methodist Church
United Way of Central Oklahoma

Oregon

Children First for Oregon

Oregon Action

Oregon Pediatric Society

Oregon Women's Action for New Directions

Phoenix Ventures

ROSE Community Development

Siletz Tribe

Stuslaw Area Partnership to Prevent Substance
Abuse

The Arc of Multnomah/Clackamas

The National Crittenton Foundation

United Way of Jackson County

Women's International League for Peace and
Justice, Portland Branch

Pennsylvania

Advocacy for Justice and Peace Committee of the
Sisters of St. Francis of Philadelphia

Allies for Children

Bernardine Franciscan Sisters

Brandywine Health Foundation

Bucks County Women's Advocacy Coalition

Child Development and Family Council of Centre
County, Inc.

Children's Sabbath Coalition of Greater
Philadelphia

Chippewa United Methodist Church

Christian Churches United

Clearfield Area United Way

Clinton County United Way

Community Nursing Service Of Clinton County

Cupit's Angel Wings

Disability Rights Network of Pennsylvania

ERG Partners

First Pittsburgh Chapter of National Organization
for Women

Hemophilia Alliance

Just Harvest

Kids Smiles

Lower Anthracite Region United Way

Maternity Care Coalition

Mental Health Association in Pennsylvania

Nationalities Service Center

Ni-Ta-Nee NOW (National Organization for
Women)



PA Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics

PA Coalition for Oral Health

Pediatric Dental Associates Ltd.

Pennsylvania Association of Community Health
Centers

Pennsylvania Association of School Nurses and
Practitioners

Pennsylvania Catholic Health Association

Pennsylvania Coalition of Nurse Practitioners

Pennsylvania Dental Hygienists' Association

Pennsylvania Head Start Association

Pennsylvania Health Law Project

Pennsylvania Partnerships for Children

Policylab at The Children's Hospital of
Philadelphia

Rehabilitation and Community Providers Assoc.

Schuylkill United Way

SEIU Healthcare Pennsylvania

Sisters of the Immaculate Heart of Mary

St. Christophet's Hospital for Children

Step By Step, Inc.

The Arc of PA

The Children's Hospital of Philadelphia

The Crime Victims' Center of Chester County,
Inc.

Unitarian Universalist PA Legislative Advocacy
Network (UUPLAN)

United Methodist Church of Ellwood City

United Way of Adams County

United Way of Beaver County

United Way of Berks County

United Way of Bucks County

United Way of Greater Philadelphia and Southern

New Jersey
United Way of Indiana County
United Way of Lancaster County
United Way of Monroe County
United Way of Pennsylvania
United Way of the Capital Region
United Way of the Titusville Region
United Way of Washington County
United Way of Westmoreland County
United Way of Wyoming Valley
United Way of York County
UPMC Health Plan
West Chester Food Cupboard
Women's Law Project

Puerto Rico

United Way of Puerto Rico

Rhode Island

Center for Southeast Asians

Neighborhood Health Plan of Rhode Island
Rhode Island Free Clinic

Rhode Island KIDS COUNT

Rhode Island State Council of Churches

RI Parent Information Network

The Economic Progress Institute

The Genesis Center

South Carolina

AccessHealth Greenville County

AccessHealth Horry

Children's Hospital Medical University of South
Carolina

Francis Burns United Methodist Church

Georgetown Community Care Network

Greenville Area Interfaith Hospitality Network

Greenville County Disabilities and Special Needs
Board

Hilton Head for Peace

Lead Academy Public Charter School

SC Appleseed Legal Justice Center

St. Anthony of Padua Catholic School

United Way Association of South Carolina

United Way of Greenville County

YWCA of the Upper Lowlands

South Dakota

Delta Dental of South Dakota
Presentation Sisters

Tennessee

Black Children's Institute of Tennessee
Blount County Community Action Agency
Children's Hospital Alliance of Tennessee
Le Bonheur Children's Hospital

Network for Environmental & Economic
Responsibility of United Church of Christ
Tennessee Disability Coalition/Family Voices
United Way Metropolitan Nashville
United Way of Blount County

United Way of Bradley County

United Way of Greater Chattanooga
United Way of Metropolitan Nashville
United Way of the Mid-South

United Way of Washington County, Inc.
United Ways of Tennessee



Texas

Carrizo Springs First United Methodist Church

Children at Risk

Children's Defense Fund - Texas

Children's Health

Children's Hospital Association of Texas

Children's Hospital of San Antonio

CHRISTUS Health

Community Health Choice

Cook Children's Health Care System

Driscoll Health Plan

Economics Opportunity Advancement
Corporation (EOAC)

Edinburg Consolidated Independent School
District-Parental Involvement Office

Friends Congregational Church, United Church of

Christ

Highland Hills United Methodist Church

Laurel Heights United Methodist Church

National Association of Social Workers - Texas
Chapter

Nuestra Clinica Del Valle

Proyecto Azteca

Sendero Health Plans, Inc.

South Hills Christian Church

St. Stephen United Methodist Church

Su Clinica

Texans Care for Children

Texas Children's Hospital

Texas Oral Health Coalition, Inc.

TX-LA Gulf Coast Synod, Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America

United Way of Brazoria County

United Way of El Paso County

United Way of Greater Houston

United Way of Mid & South Jefferson County

United Way of San Antonio & Bexar County

United Way of Smith County

United Ways of Texas

Voices for Children of San Antonio

Utah

Prevent Child Abuse Utah

Primary Children's Hospital

United Way of Salt Lake

Utah Chapter of the American Academy of
Pediatrics

Utah Health Policy Project

Voices for Utah Children

Vermont

Hunger Free Vermont

United Ways of Vermont
Vermont Family Network
Vermont Legal Aid

Voices for Vermont's Children

Virginia

Access Independence, Inc.

Blue Ridge Independent Living Center, Inc.

Bon Secours Richmond Health System

Brain Injury Association of VA

Children's Hospital of Richmond at VCU/VCU
Health System

Children's Hospital of The King's Daughters

Cornerstones

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority

H.E.A.L.T.H. Now, VA

Hemophilia Association of the Capital Area

Legislative Coalition of Virginia Nurses

Piedmont Regional Dental Clinic

Prevent Child Abuse Virginia

Rappahannock United Way

Social Action Linking Together (SALT)

United Way of Roanoke Valley

Virginia Community Healthcare Association

Virginia Consumer Voices for Healthcare

Virginia Interfaith Center for Public Policy

Virginia Oral Health Coalition

Virginia Organizing

Virginia Poverty Law Center

Virginia Rural Health Association

Voices for Virginia's Children

Watson Memorial United Methodist Church

Washington

American Academy of Pediatrics, WA Chapter
Cedar River Group

Children's Alliance

Community Health Network of Washington
Community Health Plan of Washington
Coordinated Care Health Plan

Faith Action Network of Washington State
Granger School District

Hoquiam United Methodist Church
Kirkland Congregational Church, UCC
MultiCare Health System

Northwest Harvest

Northwest Health Law Advocates



Puget Sound Advocates for Retirement Action

Seattle Children's Hospital

Share The Wealth Productions

Spokane Low Income Housing Consortium

Statewide Poverty Action Network

United Way of Clallam County

Washington Association of Community &
Migrant Health Centers

Washington Community Action Network

Washington State Hospital Association

WithinReach

West Virginia

HomeOwnership Center Inc.

North Central WV Democracy for America
TEAM for West Virginia Children

United Disciples of Christ Church

United Way of the River Cities

Upshur County Family Resource Network
West Virginia Healthy Kids and Families Coalition
West Virginia KIDS COUNT

West Virginia Nurses Association

West Virginians for Affordable Health Care
WV Chapter, American Academy of Pediatrics
WV Citizen Action Group

Wisconsin

Children's Community Health Plan
Children's Health Alliance of Wisconsin:
Wisconsin Oral Health Coalition

Children's Hospital of Wisconsin

Fond du Lac Area United Way
Independent Living Council-W1
Industrial Workers of the World (IWW)
Marshfield Area United Way

Mequon United Methodist Church
Oshkosh Area United Way

Pipe Organs/Golden Ponds Farm
School Sisters of St. Francis

United Way Fox Cities

United Way Manitowoc County

United Way of Superior-Douglas County
United Way of Wisconsin

WI Council on Children and Families

Wyoming

Delta Dental of Wyoming



